
 

 

LABOUR CAMPAIGN FOR FREE EDUCATION CONFERENCE 2015: 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND AMENDMENTS 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 

SECTION 1: WHAT WE STAND FOR 

The Labour Campaign for Free Education (LCFE) believes that: 

1) education is a public good, which benefits society as a whole; 

2) universities and colleges should be funded through general taxation, with the rich paying the 

most; 

3) there should be no 'contributory principle', including tuition fees and the 'graduate tax', 

where students or graduates are forced to pay to access education beyond that which they 

would pay through general taxation; 

4) education should be accessible to all as a universal social right not an individual privilege. 

 

SECTION 2: STRUCTURES 

2A: NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Conferences are the sovereign body of LCFE. Any member of LCFE may attend and vote. 

2A1. Calling National Conference 

The National Committee is responsible for calling conferences on the following basis: 

- There shall be at least one National Conference every sixteen months. 

- Members shall be informed of the National Conference at least one month before it starts. 

- The agenda shall be decided by the National Committee 

- The agenda shall include adequate time for motions and, where necessary, National 

Committee elections 

2A2. Submission of motions  

A motions and amendments deadline shall be set by the National Committee ahead of the 

Conference. 

Motions may be submitted by: 

- Affiliated groups 

- Groups of five or more individual members  

Amendments may be submitted by 

- Individual members 



 

 

2A3: Remitting 

Conference may vote, by simple majority, to remit any matter to the National Committee. If this 

happens, the National Committee is vested with all the powers of conference on that matter 

 

2B: NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

2B1: Elections 

The NC is elected at Conferences for a term of no longer than sixteen months.  

The NC shall comprise: 

- 6 ‘open’ spaces elected by STV 

- 6 ‘women-only’ spaces elected by STV 

NC members shall have the option to restand at the end of their term. 

2B2: Responsibility 

The NC is responsible for co-ordinating LCFE’s work. It is the sovereign body between conferences. 

Members of the NC are expected to broadly support LCFE’s projects. 

2B3: Accountability 

Members of the National Committee are accountable to Conference and to the rest of the NC. They 

can be removed: 

- By a two-third majority vote at Conference 

- By a two-third majority vote of the NC, following the written request of 20% of LCFE 

members. 

 

SECTION 3: MEMBERSHIP AND AFFILIATIONS 

3A: MEMBERSHIP 

3A1: Membership eligibility 

Membership of LCFE is open to all Labour Party members who support the beliefs laid out in 

SECTION 1. 

The National Committee may set a membership fee. 

3A2: Rights of members 

Membership of LCFE gives you the right to: 

- Attend and speak at LCFE Conferences 



 

 

- Vote on proposals and in elections at LCFE Conferences 

- Stand for election at NCAFC Conference 

- Submit motions and amendments NCAFC Conferences 

3B: Affiliated groups 

Groups of Labour Party members may affiliate to the LCFE. 

These groups may include: 

- Formal structures such as Branches, Constituency Labour Parties or sections 

- Affiliated trade union branches 

- Socialist societies 

- Campaign groups whose members are overwhelmingly Labour Party members. 

Affiliations must be approved by National Conference or the National Committee. In the case where 

the National Committee approves the affiliation, it must be ratified at the following Conference. 

 

SECTION 4: ALTERATION 

For this document to be amended the following criteria must be met: 

- The proposed amendment must be submitted to the LCFE National Committee for 

circulation at least 8 days before a National Conference. 

- The amendment must be approved by a two-third majority vote at National Conference. 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1: LIVING GRANTS 

Proposed by Liam McNulty 

Add to ‘WHAT WE STAND FOR’, and renumber 

1) accessibility means not just the absence of tuition fees, but freedom in the positive sense of 

living grants enabling all to enjoy the benefits of education. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 2: LABOUR 

Proposed by James McAsh 

Add to ‘WHAT WE STAND FOR’, and renumber 

1) the Labour Party, thanks to its relationship to the trade unions – the most fundamental 

working class organisations – is the only party that we can rely on to deliver change for 

ordinary people 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 3: STUDENTS WITH DEPENDANTS 

Proposed by Rachael Ward 

 

LCFE Notes: 

1) That there are no firm national statistics on the number of students with dependants in 

either Higher Education or Further Education. 

2) That University College and Admissions Service (UCAS) from which the Higher Education 

Statistics Agency (HESA) collects it’s data, does not currently ask applicants about 

dependants. 

3) That the Individualised Learner Record (ILR), where comparable data is collected for Further 

Education, also does not ask whether a learner has dependants. 

4) That according to the NUS 2009 report ‘Meet the Parents’ between five and eight per cent 

of full-time undergraduates are student parents, with just over a third of part-time students 

parents. The estimates for FE were higher but varied more, and no reliable data was 

available for Postgraduates1 

5) That, according to the same report, the majority of student parents are women, mature 

students, and those studying part-time. A significant minority are single parents. 

6) That there is no consistent funding entitlement for student parents in FE or HE, with funding 

dependant on mode of study, sector, UK country, age and marital status. 

7) That 76% of respondents in the NUS report received no childcare funding at all/ 
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8) That only 11% of respondents in the NUS report received enough childcare funding to cover 

their expenses.2 

 

LCFE Believes: 

1) That lack of childcare funding and provision presents a serious threat to both the 

accessibility of FE and HE to parents, as well as student parents’ ability to complete a course. 

2) That UCAS, ILR, and all universities and colleges should as a matter of course collect data on 

the number of students with dependants, to allow for the proper allocation of resources. 

3) That childcare should be provided to all students in education, or the costs childcare should 

be funded. 

4) That to not provide, or fully fund, childcare is discriminatory against students with 

dependents. 

5) That lack of childcare provision disproportionally affects female students, 

6) That lack of childcare provision is a real barrier to education for parents. 

7) That provision of childcare during study is a right. 

8) That universities should endeavour to be flexible towards the needs of students with 

dependants in terms of their timetabling, deadlines for assignments, and modes of study. 

9) That many student union’s chronically fail to recognise the needs, or even presence, of 

student’s with dependants. 

10) That student unions, and in particular their welfare and equalities officers should endeavour 

to make student unions are more overtly parent-friendly environment. 

 

 

 

LCFE Resolves: 

1) To amend the constitution to add to the ‘WHAT WE STAND FOR’ section: 

“accessibility means that unavoidable costs incurred during study, such as, but not 

limited to, childcare, should also be funded, alongside the tuition fees themselves” 

2) To campaign for the provision, and/or funding, of childcare for students with dependants. 

3) To call for universities, colleges, UCAS and IRL to start collecting data on the number of 

students with dependants. 

4) To work with NUS and other organisations to a) aid the research around students with 

dependants, and b) campaign for their rights. 

5) To campaign to implement the recommendations in the NUS report ‘Meet the Parents’.3 
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