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Too often, disagreements on the left are swept under the carpet, or worse still, had out in 
unpleasant argument on Facebook comment threads. We at LCFE want to create a better 
culture of comradely debate!

tuition fee funding: 
a train wreck on its own terms
Despite the rise in tuition fees to £9k-a-
year for UK students and scrapping of most 
direct funding to universities, the new 
higher education funding framework is 
likely to cost the state more than the 
system it replaced.
An increasing number of graduates are 
failing to pay back their strudent loans. 
Repayments are linked to earnings and 
graduates repay their loans when they earn 
over £21,000. In 2010, the government 
estimated that 28% of loans would never 
be recovered. Persistently low wages for 
young adults and the stormy economic 
outlook have meant that official forecasts 
in spring 2014 suggested write-offs in 
excess of 45%. This is rapidly approaching 
the level (48.6% according t analysts at 
London Economics) at which the 

debate: faith schools

The fight for free education: probably less 
quick and easy than this crossword. 

Quick clues: Across: 2; Learning (9) Down: 1; Without cost (4)

reform
by Rhea Wolfson
Faith schools in their current form cannot 
continue. I believe strongly that schools 
should be able to continue with ‘a religious 
character’ however, that this definition has 
been horribly extended, past breaking 
point. From my work in faith schools, I’ve 
seen that religious character can create an 
exciting and progressive backbone for a 
unique learning opportunity. The religious 
character can be wielded for good to 
provide socially conscious teaching and a 
critical approach to religion- specific to the 
school and more generally. But this cannot 
happen for a select group of children. 
Faith school should not be able to have any 
religious criteria for entry or exemption 
from national curriculum. All schools must 
be held to the same standards and Ofsted 
must do a better job at ensuring that faith 
schools do not fall through the net. But 
once we jump these hurdles, we are left 
with an exciting opportunity. It is a fallacy 
to remove religion from schools, as it 
would be to remove faith from wider 
society. Infact, with small changes to the 
regulations we use to guide faith schools- 
they can be a structure in which to enjoy 
and challenge religion in a way that 
completely autonomous religious bodies 
will never be.

abolish
by Omar Raii
Britain is becoming a more irreligious 
society every day. A Guardian survey last 
year found that the UK is one of the world's 
least religious countries, with only 30% of 
respondents claiming to be religious. Polls 
also increasingly show that a majority of 
people in Britain even believe that religion 
does more harm than good. And yet, one of 
New Labour’s biggest mistakes in 
education, putting more effort in creating 
faith schools, is continuing under this 
government. Just as children should not 
be segregated in education on the basis of 
their parents’ ethnicity or wealth, neither 
should divisions be made according to the 
religion of the children’s parents. Those 
divisions may seem slight, but they can 
have far-reaching consequences. Faith 
schools played an important part in 
maintaining, reinforcing, and perpetuating 
the sectarian divide Northern Ireland for 
many years. It was the Catholic Church, the 
church of the most oppressed people in 
that country, which insisted on faith 
schools, so that it could indoctrinate 
children with its beliefs. Children should 
be able to learn without officially imposed 
or sponsored indoctrination from religious 
figures. They should be taught about many 
religions and learn to think critically about 
them. Above all, schools should deal in 
inquiry and reason, not faith. 

government will not have saved any money 
from implementing the new system - it 
may even now have gone beyond that 
point. 
The failure of the government to save any 
money from the new system should not be 
surprising. Although the need to bring 
down the deficit was used publicly to 
justify the rise in tuition fees, transferring 
higher education funding on to the backs 
on individual students was always mainly 
about creating a controlled market in the 
sector. The new system has accelerated the 
restructuring of higher education around
the principles of competition and profit, 
with institutions striving against each 
other to attract students.Students and 
education workers are the ones who have 
suffered, while senior managers' salaries 
have soared.

demonstrate for free education
LCFE WILL HAVE A PRESENCE AT TWO BIG UPCOMING DEMOS:

ANTI-AUSTERITY, 20 JUNE on.fb.me/1dOQJGy
FREE EDUCATION, 18 nov on.fb.me/1JrtPC8


